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Reasons for Opening a Preschool
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Prepration

Training_
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Resources
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Teaching experience
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Jeal @l g 1 3gHa (Experience of Calling
Children)
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AT (Learning)
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(Making Unexciting Subjects Exciting)
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Nurturing dream preserving roots
&

Home of creativity

Sumit varma

For me Hamar Srijan Shala is more than just a school; in a small span of
time, it is has become a place of hope for families dreaming of a brighter
future for their children. It nurtures not only success but also values,
ensuring they stay connected to their roots.

Seeing the children arrive each day, their eyes are filled with curiosity
and excitement fills me with emotion. Their eagerness to learn is a
reminder of the transformative power of education.

| dream of expanding Hamar Srijan Shala to more villages, bringing
knowledge and opportunity to every child, shaping a future where
learning knows no boundaries.

Anup

Chinhari Srijan Shala-s (Home of Creativity) are small attempts at
attending to pre-school children’s complex life worlds. Life worlds that
are getting exposed to the wonders of the world. Life worlds that are
developing a grasp of the beauties of the world. Of joy. As also the
surprises the world throws up. New plants. New animals. New insects.
New words. New relationships. Relationships with neighbours. With
classmates. With peers.

Relationships with rivers, forests and hills. As our living relatives.
Children’s pre-school years (4-6) are psychologically intense. It is
torn between small hurts and big laughters. Small hurdles and big
achievements.

Our Srijan Shala-s want to become psychologically sensitive
spaces. Spaces of care and compassion. Cooperation, and
not competition. Where students are not getting educated.
There are learning. They are learning to learn. From the
world. From the world of experience. In rural contexts. In
forest based societies. [

Our Srijan Shala-s are not looking for the best student.
We are looking for the best in the student. L
. - - S L&
Our Srijan Shalas are not schools. They are “homes”. A A,,,a\ =
We want them to become little homes for the little / r : . /
: 7 ﬂ! : _‘il"’ = Ko
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A New Space

Aditi

Rethinking the ideas of Schooling- To begin at the beginning

Schools bring forth an image of a space with children and adults. Structured ideas, walled
classroom, age based groups,assessments and evaluations, competition and hierarchy.
Hierarchy of ideas, of voices. A top-down space where ‘what needs to be done’ is
predetermined.

Innovative and new ideas of schooling are not alien though. However, they are a prerogative
for the affluent, more demanding, more aware, more educated and in many cases the more
alienated elite. It is dominantly confined to the cities. It is assumed that only a certain set of
children will benefit more from ‘innovative ‘schools. They will be more suited to the new ideas.
They will be able to imbibe it more, reciprocate more and eventually put this knowledge to
good use. They will be the ‘More Knowledgeable Other’ in academic learning as other
knowledges are slowly pushed into oblivion.

However, the schools and schooling, community and its knowledge, in the villages were our
area of interest. Our belief was that we could re-think learning spaces in any context.

Before changes in practice, we had to change ourselves. We had to question our preexisting
ideas; we had to question our preexisting contexts and practices. We had to question our
assumptions of ourselves and of others. We had to question our assumptions of the
capacities of others. Question the understanding of the ‘more knowledgeable other’.
Capacity building of children needed to be addressed at the very beginning and hence
emerged the idea of focussing on the pre-schoolers. A nurturing, enriching, stimulating and
respectful environment where the children were delighted to belong! Our intent was to engage
with the preschoolers. To be mindful of their health, cognitive development, emotional well-
being ,social awareness and at the same time being respectful and aware of their cultural
contexts and environment . This would perhaps enable us to take a small step towards
building a community with the similar sense of responsibility towards oneself and the
environment that we are




